‘Working with Disabled People’
Comments by students, 10 weeks after startıng the course:
 
 

I thought everybody can compensate their disability with some another ability for instance if a person is disabled of doing something, she is more able to do another thing but all of the impaired are not like that. Our aim can be to help them to improve their other abilities.
 

For the last two weeks, I have thought that I have started to lose my emotions and I’ve thought that if I had lost my emotion, I wouldn’t be a useful people for disabled people. You know, with emotions and intensive desire in yourself, you can actually do a good thing. However this lesson, I was relaxed and more ambitious to take step and be on their sides. I don’t want to say them as “them” I know we will go ot be “us”.
 

When I asked one of our guests who was hearing disabled: “What would you want to hear most? He answered “ Where would you like to visit: a place you don’t know anything about at all?” At that time I realized that it is similar to missing something you didn’t know- it is impossible to define.
 

Disabled people are not born with disability, the society makes them “disabled.”
 

“There shouldn’t be any prejudice.” First of all we should try to see “what we can do”, and then decide whether we are succesful,or not.
 

I still can not decide whether I should help disabled people, or not.
 

I realized there are effective teaching strategies for disabled students. 
 

Some people think they behave sensitively while they feel sorry for disabled people or while they are doing things for disabled ones.(Onların yerine bir şeyler yapmak)(yardım etmek adına)
 

“Could I drive a car?” was really a striking question for me. It showed me that there is always a difference between theoretical and practical life.
 

I have got the idea that I must write disAbility rather than disability.
 

I realized that I was disabled when I went to İşitme Engelliler Derneği because I was the one who didn’t know Turkish sign language.
 

I understood that KC really wants to do something for himself rather than people doing something for him.
 

Definitions of many concepts have changed.(What is disability, normal people, etc.)
 

I understood that looking at something from different points of view is inevitable. Doing different things and being different from the rest of the society are sometimes irritating.
 

Although the expectations of the society from the disabled are very low, they are able to do something.
 

Believing in yourself is the main thing to achieve. For example KC believes that he can drive a car and he said he really does!
 

One can be activist and do something for the uncomfortable world when s/he is confused, loving others, having fear, wants to hide, wants to be part of majorities and minorities… It is like activation of life.
Before I couldn’t look at a disabled person but now I can look!
 

I still have an empathy with disAbled people but from now on, I can think that I would have opportunities, whether fewer or more, to survive and be in my current condition if I had a disAbility.
 

I learnt that people who have disability can do something.
Firstly I was thinking that even the walking on the streets of the disabled people is a big job, but now I know that “they” can do more things than walking on the street and their succeses are as normal as the people’s ‘from the desk’.(sıradan = ordinary)
 

I learnt that working with disabled people is not something related with mercy when my aunt said about my Project for this course ”Hayıra girersin.” I am not going to Görme Engelliler Scholl to help them, but actually to learn something from them.
 

Now I still feel pity but just for people who are not aware of the opportunities that life and society presents for us and who prefer being passive in the “survival fight.”
