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MODULE 7 – BLUE ECONOMY 

SOLUTIONS 



Outline of this module

- Definition of the Blue Economy

- Drivers for the Blue Economy in the Black Sea (and beyond)

- Blue Economy status and opportunities in the Black Sea

- BRIDGE-BS support for an innovative Blue Economy

- Possible next steps to maximise BRIDGE-BS support



Introduction to the Blue Economy Concept



EU Strategic Approach to the Blue Economy



Ministerial Declaration in Burgas, ‘Towards a Common Maritime 
Agenda for the Black Sea’, in May 2018

Common Maritime Agenda for the Black Sea (CMA) in May 2019 

Black Sea Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) 
as the scientific pillar of the CMA, 

Blue Economy in the Black Sea: Policy Framework

New European Ocean Pact and Black Sea Strategy are essential 
elements for the EU to drive the use of the sea in the Black Sea



Overall Trends In GVA and Employment In The 
Black Sea Blue Economy

Defining business models for Black Sea maritime sectors in terms of Gross
Value Added (GVA) and jobs requires sectoral analysis, as economic
contribution and employment vary by sector.

GVA, the difference between output and intermediate consumption,
measures each sector’s economic role. In the context of the Black Sea, GVA
contribution can be defined by sector with their key drivers to consider for
GVA increase.

KEY OPPORTUNITIES FOR GVA AND JOBS

As environmental regulations tighten, sectors such as shipping, fisheries,
and energy will need to adapt, which could shift the nature of employment
toward more sustainable and technologically advanced roles.

The development of offshore wind farms presents opportunities for both
GVA and job creation in the medium-to-long term, particularly in
construction, maintenance, and energy management.

JOB AUTOMATION

SUSTAINABILITY

GROWTH IN RENEWABLE ENERGY

Technological advancements, particularly in ports and shipping, may reduce
the number of low-skilled jobs, but create more opportunities for high-
skilled positions in technology and engineering.

Sector Maturity: Established Established/Emerging Emerging

Regional Jobs & Employment ImpactRegional GVA Contribution



Black Sea Blue Economy: Status and Potentials
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Black Sea Blue Economy: Status and Potentials



Black Sea Blue Economy: Status and Potentials



Black Sea blue economy: status and potentials



Black Sea Blue Economy: Status and Potentials



Black Sea Blue Economy: Status and Potentials



BRIDGE-BS: Flagship Blue Economy Project for the 
Black Sea



BRIDGE-BS. Support to blue economy solutions



BRIDGE-BS Support for Blue Economy Solutions



BRIDGE-BS Support the Innovation Community



Take Home Messages: potentials for a sustainable blue economy

- An innovative and sustainable blue economy has great potentials:

- to build a resilient Black Sea, reduce anthropisation and support coastal communities

- to offer great opportunities in matter of GVA and job creation across the Black Sea, in 

established  sectors (decarbonization, sustainability, circularity) and in emerging sectors (e.g. 

biotechnologies, renewable energies)

- To fulfill such potentials the region must ensure adequacy of skills/trainings  and capacities -

human, institutional and financial - which allow to fully address the Back Sea specificities

- BRIDGE-BS Black Sea Accelerator (BSA) & High-tech Summit (HTS):

- has identified and supported local innovative solutions able to scale up regionally

- requires further support for local readiness of socio-economic, and financial actors 

- Further action is needed to maximise and streamline BRIDGE-BS support

- set-up effective local and regional incubation, acceleration and financing mechanisms

- allow for a greater regional policy support and dialogue in those areas to support innovation



THANK YOU!

STAY TUNED!

@BRIDGEBlackSea@BRIDGE_BlackSea

BRIDGE Black Sea BRIDGE Black Sea

bridgeblacksea.org
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