LAB ASSIGNMENT II

(Due Wednesday, Nov 5 2008; Lab hour)

1. Finding data : enhancing your communication skills (60/100)

Contact the author(s) of the scientific publication(s) you analyzed in the previous assignment. Present yourself (name, educational institution, course taken). Congratulate them for their well done and highly useful study. Tell them that their line of work interests you and that you would like to do a term project about it at the university. Very shortly explain why their study interested you. Ask them if they can share with you the spatial dataset(s) they used in that study. Tell them clearly which dataset(s) you would like to obtain. Don't forget to let them know about the deadline of this assignment. Ensure them that the data they share with you will be given to no one else and that it will be used for no other purpose than in-class undergraduate education. Let them know that they will be given credits as the data owners/providers and promise them to send a copy of your final work. 

Tips : 

· Don't modify the above text to formulate the e-mail message. Use your own words.

· Send as many e-mails as you can to increase your chances. Of course, don't overwhelm one given person/team/institution by spamming them. Don't send the same e-mail more than once to the same person. Contact only 1 or 2 people per team/institution; 

· Don't make it too long (approximately 3 paragraphs max). Use a very polite language. Use an absolutely correct English. Don't forget that the way you communicate yourself will make the whole difference. Don't forget to thank them anyway if, for any reason, they decline to share the data with you;

· In case the author(s) of the study obtained their data from somewhere else : If the author(s) you contact tell you that they don't own the data in question and they have no right to distribute it, make sure to contact the initial data providers as well;

· As a last resort, ask the author(s) to send you only the data layer that contains the final result of their work (not the initial dataset);

· In case you are absolutely unable to obtain the requested data from these authors or somewhere else (proof required), find other similar data  from somewhere else. It can be the same type of data covering another study area. It can be the same type of data but collected at another time. It can also be another type of data (another similar remote sensor/free data at coarser resolution/data related with another scientific problem etc).

Submit all exchanged e-mail messages including full e-mail headers. Your team will be marked by the quality of all the communication skills mentioned above. Include any positive/negative responses you might receive from the authors. Keep these messages in your INBOX/OUTBOX for just in case we might need to check them.

2. Importing data into a GIS : making a simple map (40/100)

· At the end of the e-mail messages you submit, note the file format(s) of the spatial data you have in hand. List spatial characteristics of the data you received and verify if they correspond to the those discussed in your presentation for the Assignment I;

· Choose one of the GIS that are installed in the GGIT labs. Import your spatial data into that GIS; Make one or two simple maps and include in them the relevant data in layer(s). You should have a minimum of 3 layers. The map should show the study area, the names of relevant geographic features (cities, countries, lakes, dams, rivers, mountains, forests etc...). It also should include a scale bar, graticules and a north arrow. On the overall, the map should revoke the scientific problem that was discussed in Assignment I.

· Submit in digital format (metu online) all the e-mails exchanged (as a text file), the spatial data obtained (as a GIS project file) and the final maps (in PDF or other format). 




Good Luck!

