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LAW AND INSTITUTIONS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
GENERAL INFORMATION:
The objective of this course is to provide students with an analytical understanding and the distinctive characteristics of EU law and its institutions. It emphasize the sui generis character of the EU law, the development of EU’s legal system within the institutions of the EU, and the overriding principles that shape the functioning of the EU legal order. Mainly the course aims to give students the perspective and the general understanding of the development of EU’s legal order, its relations with regard to EU institutions and the member states, the importance of EU’s legal order with respect to European integration process. The course also extends to cover the role of the European Court of Justice and its relations with the national courts. In that regard cases that are related to subject material of the course are discussed and analyzed. After covering the fundamental principles of EU law and institutions the course then moves on more focused topics. Finally, the course focuses on the role of the acquis communitaire in the processes of enlargement. Through this focus the course will also include a general introduction to the role of acquis harmonization and Turkey’s accession to the EU. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Other than weekly reading assignments, course requirements include one in-class midterm exam and a final exam. Active participation to the class discussions is also required and will be graded. Depending on the number of students taking the course the course work load will also include in-class presentation of a research topic. Each student will be expected to work on a research topic and present his/her research paper/report to his/her classmates. Research questions will be distributed in the beginning of the term. A question and answer session will follow the presentation. ECJ court decisions related to the topics are expected to back these discussions. 
Mid-term exam (40%), final exam (50%), Class participation (10%)

COURSE POLICIES:

Exams must be taken when scheduled and written assignments must be handed in by the due date. Individual exceptions are granted only in cases documented to the satisfaction of the instructor. Unexcused absences from exams will result in a score of zero. 

While the readings and lectures are designed to complement each other, they will not cover identical material. Students are responsible from both the lectures and the readings. Thus, regular class attendance is required. In addition to attending classes, students who read class material before class and actively participate in classroom discussions will receive bonus credits that may positively affect their course grade.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:

The Department of International Relations has the following rules and regulations regarding academic honesty.

1. Copying work from others or giving and receiving answers/information during exams either in written or oral form constitutes cheating.

2. Submitting take-home exams and papers of others as your own, using sentences or paragraphs from another author without the proper acknowledgement of the original author, insufficient acknowledgement of the consulted works in the bibliography, all constitute plagiarism. For further guidelines, you can consult:

http://library.citytech.cuny.edu/instruction/plagiarism/index.php

3. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will result in:

a) an automatic “F” in the assignment or the exam

b) an oral explanation before a Departmental Ethics Committee

c) losing the opportunity to request and receive any references from the entire faculty

d) losing the opportunity to apply in exchange programs

e) losing the prospects of becoming a student assistant or a graduate assistant in the department

WEEKLY PLAN
Section I: Overall Introduction

Q1. What is the relationship between federalism and European integration?

Q2. What do neo-functionalist mean by political integration?

Q3. How helpful is the spillover concept in explaining the development of European integration since 1950s?

Q4. How central is the nation state within the process of European integration?

Q5. What is the difference between federalism and intergovernmentalism? In your opinion, which one influenced the development of European integration more and why?

Q6. Why do you think Andrew Moravcsik’s theory of liberal intergovernmentalism has been so influential?

Q7. To what extent it is possible to compare the EU with other instances of ‘regionalism’ in the global political economy?

Q8. Can the development of the European Union be explained by a single theory? 

Core reading:

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (2010), Chapters 5, 6, 7 & 25.
· Wallace, H., Wallace, W. & Pollack (eds.) (2010), M., Policy-Making in the EU, Oxford: OUP, Chp. 2

Recommended Reading: 

· Wiener, A. and Diez, T. (eds.) (2004), European Integration Theory, Oxford: OUP, Chapters 2, 3 & 4.

Week 1: Establishment and development of European integration (23rd SEPT.)
Discussion Questions:

Q 1.   What was the impact of the Second World War in Europe? 

Q 2.   Why it was difficult to establish the integration process in the years immediately after the end of the Second World War?

Q 3.   What were the characteristics of the Cold War in Europe?

Q 4. How important was the development of international European organizations after 1945 as a necessary condition for European integration?

Q 5. What was the impact of the Marshall Plan? 

Q 6. What was the purpose of European integration in the 1950s?

Q 7. To what extent collaboration between France and the Federal Republic of Germany was necessary for a process of integration to begin?

Q 8. What were the main motivations behind the EU project? Is it possible to argue that the original objectives of the 1950s are still valid?

Core reading:

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (2010), Chapters 1, 2 & 3.
· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), Chapter 1.
· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 1-21.

Recommended Reading: 

· Nelsen, B. And Stubb, A. (eds.) (2003), The European Union: Readings on the Theory and Practice of European Integration, Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillian, pp. 3-26; 49-54; 99-119; 145-149.
Section II: Organizational Structure of the EU and its Institutions

Q1. Compare the composition of the Council with that of the Commission. Which do you think will represent the interests of the individual member states more strongly?

Q2. In what manner the Council perform both legislative and executive functions in the European Union?

Q3. Why is there a weighted voting system in the Council? What are the major consequences of the Qualified Majority Voting?

Q4. According to neo-functionalist theory, what role the institutions play in the European integration process?  

Q5. The Commission has been said to have ‘a vocation to further the interests of the Community as a whole.” (Wyatt and Dashwood, European Community Law) In the light of the composition and powers, to what extent do you consider this proposition to be true?

Q6. The Council of Ministers is by its very nature the federal institution of the Community (Walter Hallstein). Discuss.

Q7. How can the practice of comitology undermine the powers of the Commission?

Q8. To what extent is Parliament ‘increasingly democratic but unacceptably ineffective’?

Q9. What is the difference between the role and functioning of the Council of Europe and the European Council?

General readings on EU institutions (especially chapters on EU institutions):

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (eds.) (2010), European Union Politics, Oxford: Oxford University Press
· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), Chapter 2
· Dinan, Desmond (2005), Ever Closer Union, New York: Macmillian

· Hix, Simon (2005), The Political System of the European Union, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 

· Peterson, John and Michael Shackleton, (eds.) (2006), The institutions of the European Union, Oxford: Oxford University Press 

· Richardson, Jeremy (ed.) (2005), European Union: Power and Policy-making, (chapters 5, 6, 7 & 8) 

· Tsebelis, George and Geoffrey Garrett (2001), ‘The institutional foundations of intergovernmentalism and supranationalism in the European Union,’ International Organization, 55: 357-390. 

Week 2: Introduction to the organizational structure of the EU, the scope of Community powers: Community legislation and policy-making (30th SEPT.)
Constitutional Treaty and Lisbon Treaty
· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), pp. 34-51.

· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 21-30.
· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (2010), Chapter  4

Week 3:    BAYRAM-NO CLASS (7th OCT. )

Week 4: European Union Institutions I: European Commission (14th OCT.)
Core reading:

· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), pp. 54-67.

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (2010), Chapter 8.
· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 31-41. 
Supplementary Reading: 

· Nugent, Neill (2001), The European Commission. Basingstoke: Palgrave

· Burns, Charlotte (2004), ‘Codecision and the European Commission: A Study of Declining Influence?’ Journal of European Public Policy, 11/1, 1-18.

· Drake, H. (1995), ‘Political Leadership and European Integration: The Case of Jacques Delors.’ West European Politics, 18/1.

· Liesbet Hooghe (2002), The European Commission and the integration of Europe: images of governance, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

· Judge, David, and David Earnshaw (2002), ‘The European Parliament and the Commission Crisis: A New Assertiveness.’ Governance, 15/3: 345-74. 

· Nugent, Neill (2000), At the Heart of the Union: Studies of the European Commission. 2nd ed. Basingstoke: Macmillan

· Smith, A. (2003), ‘Why European Commissioners Matter.’ Journal of Common Market Studies, 41/1, 137-55.

Week 5: European Union Institutions III: European Council and the Council of Ministers of the European Union (the Council) (21st OCT)
Core reading:

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (2010), Chapter 9
· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), pp. 67-81.

· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 41-51.

Supplementary Reading: 

· Hayes-Renshaw, Fiona and Helen Wallace (2004), The Council of Minister, London: Palgrave

· Mattila, Mikko (2004), ‘Contested Decisions: Empirical Analysis of Voting in the European Union Council of Ministers.’ European Journal of Political Research, 43/1, 29-50. 

· Tallberg, Jonas (2003), ‘The Agenda-Setting Powers of the EU Council Presidency’ Journal of European Public Policy, 10/1, 1-19.

· Wallace, Helen (2002), ‘The Council: An Institutional Chameleon?’ Governance, 15/ 3, 325-44.

· Westlake, Martin (2002), The Council of the European Union, London: J. Harper 

Week 6: European Union Institutions II: European Parliament (4th NOV.)
Core reading:

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (2010), Chapter 10

· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), pp. 81-89.

· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 51-58.

Supplementary Reading: 

· ‘The European Parliament at fifty,’ special issue of Journal of Common Market Studies, 41/2, (2003). 

· Auel, Katrin and Berthold Rittberger (2006), ‘Fluctuant nec merguntur: the European Parliament, National Parliaments, and European Integration’, in Jeremy Richardson (ed.): European Union: Power and Policy-Making, pp. 121¬145. 

· Corbett, R, F Jacobs  and M Shackleton (2005), The European Parliament, Catermill

· Hix, Simon, Abdul Noury and Gerard Roland, Democratic Politics in the European Parliament, Cambridge University Press, 2007. 

· Simon Hix, Abdul Noury and Gerard Roland. ‘Power to the Parties: Cohesion and Competition in the European Parliament, 1979-2001,’ British Journal of Political Science 35(2), 209-234, 2005. 

· Lewis, J. ‘The European Parliament and Supranational Party System: A Study in Institutional Development.’ Journal of Politics 65, no. 3: 926-28, 2003. 

· Kreppel, Amie. The European Parliament and Supranational Party System: A Study in Institutional Development, Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002. 

· Mather, Janet. ‘The European Parliament: A Model of Representative Democracy?’ West European Politics 24, no. 1: 181-201, 2001 

· Maurer, Andreas, ‘The Legislative Powers and Impact of the European Parliament.’ Journal of Common Market Studies 41, no. 2: 227-47, 2003 

· Rittberger, Berthold, Building Europe’s Parliament: Democratic Representation Beyond the Nation State, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005 

Week 7: European Union Institutions IV: Other European Union Institutions & Interest groups: COREPER, Committee of Regions, the Court of Auditors, European Central Bank and others (11TH NOV.)
Core reading:

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (2010), Chapter 12

· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), pp. 89-91.
· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 67-72.

Supplementary Reading: 
· Storey, T. And Turner, C. (eds.) (2005), Unlocking EU Law, London: Routledge, pp. 50-56.
Week 8: Mid-term Exam (11th November, regular class hour and classroom)
Section III: EU Law and Law-Making

Week 9: EU Judicial Order: The role of the European Court of Justice (ECJ) on European integration and constitutionalism, Preliminary Reference Procedure 18th NOV.)
Core reading:

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (2010), Chapter 11.
· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), pp. 142-173 & 182-183.
· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 58-66, 300-301 & 442-457.
Week 10:  General Principles and Doctrines of EU Legal System: Supremacy and Direct Effect (25th NOV.)
Core reading:

· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), pp. 184-213 & 267-300.

· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 180-198 & 216-217, 256-267.
Supplementary Reading: 
· Weatherill, Stephen (2006), Cases and materials on EU law, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 89-98.

Week 11: The nature, effect and the application of EC law: Hierarchy of Norms (The Sources of EU Law) (2nd DEC.)
Core reading:
· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 103-120; 168-169; 219-230.
Supplementary Reading: 
· Storey, T. And Turner, C. (eds.) (2005), Unlocking EU Law, London: Routledge, pp. 57-76.

Week 12: The substance of EU Fundamental Rights Law and the Institutional Scheme of the EU (9TH DEC. )
Core reading:

· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), pp. 228- 266. 

Week 13: Legislative Procedures, Comitology, democratic deficient, principle of subsidiarity (16TH DEC. )
Core reading:

· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), pp. 92-136 

· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), pp. 103-120; 121-143, 168-169; 219-230.
Supplementary Reading: 
· Storey, T. And Turner, C. (eds.) (2005), Unlocking EU Law, London: Routledge, pp. 57-76.

Week 14: EU Enlargement and the Role of Acquis Communitaire (23rd DEC.)
Core reading:

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (2010), Chapter 26.
· LaGro, E. And Jorgensen, K. E. (2008), Turkey and the EU, Palgrave Macmillian, pp.1-27.

WEEK 15: (30th DEC. Early final exam, regular class hour and classroom) 

READING MATERIAL:
Introductory Readings: 

All the books and articles are suggested readings.  Students may find, if necessary, alternative readings.

· Archer, Clive (2008), The European Union, Oxford: Routledge

· Bainbridge, Timothy (2002), The Penguin Companion to European Union, London: Penguin

· Dinan, Desmond (2005), Ever Closer Union, New York: Macmillan

· Hay, Colin and Menon, Anand (2007), European Politics, Oxford: Oxford University Press

· Hix, Simon (2005), The Political System of the European Union, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan

· Leonard, Mark, (2005), Why Europe Will Run the Twenty-First Century, London: Fourth Estate

· Nugent, N. (2006), The Government and Politics of the European Union, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan
· Richardson, Jeremy (ed.) (2006), European Union: Power and Policy-making, London: Routledge

· Tsoukalis, Loukas, (2005), What Kind of Europe?, Oxford: Oxford University Press

· Wiener, A. and Diez, T. (eds.) (2004), European Integration Theory, Oxford: OUP

Readings on EU Law and Institutions:

· Bolton, Rohan and Eastwood, Joanne (2003), Guide to EU Institutions, London: The Federal Trust for Education and Research

· Chalmers, D., Hadjiemmanuil, C., Monti, G., Tomkins, A. (2010), European Union Law, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

· Cini, M. and Borragan, N. P. (eds.) (2010), European Union Politics, Oxford: OUP
· Craig, Paul and De Burca, Grainne (2011), EU Law: Text Cases and Material, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

· Folsom, R. H. (2004), European Union Law, St. Paul: Thomson West

· Foster, N. (2007), EU Law: Questions and Answers, Oxford: OUP

· Foster, N. (2006), Foster on EU Law, Oxford: OUP

· Folsom, R. (2005), Principles of European Union Law, St. Paul: Thompson West

· Hartley, T. C. (2010), The Foundations of European Union Law: An Introduction to the Constitutional and Administrative Law of the European Union, Oxford: OUP.

· Hix, S. (2005), The Political System of the European Union, New York: Macmillian 
· Nelsen, B. And Stubb, A. (eds.) (2003), The European Union: Readings on the Theory and Practice of European Integration, Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillian

· Steiner, J., Woods, L. Twigg-Flesner, C. (eds.) (2006), EU Law, Oxford: OUP.

· Storey, T. And Turner, C. (eds.) (2005), Unlocking EU Law, London: Routledge.

· Tekinalp, G. Tekinalp, U., Atamer, Y., Oder, B. E., Oder, B., Okutan, G. (der.) (2000), Avrupa Birligi Hukuku, Istanbul: Beta

· Turner, Chris (2006), EU Law, London: Hodder Education.

· Wallace, H, et. al. (2010), Policy Making in the European Union, Oxford: OUP
· Weatherill, Stephen (2006), Cases and materials on EU law, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Supplementary sources: (Journals and online sources)  

Students are encouraged to consult journals covering the topics analyzed within the scope of this course such as:

European Journal of Political Research 

European Journal of Political Theory

European Journal of Social Theory

European Union Politics 

European Foreign Affairs Review 

Journal of Common Market Studies 

Journal of European Public Policy 

West European Politics 

Online sources including newspapers provide information regarding current debates and developments in the European Union: 

· EUROPA (Official European Commission website): http://europa.eu/

· European Parliament’s website: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/default_en.htm

· EU Observer: http://euobserver.com/ 

· EurActiv: http://www.euractiv.com/en/ 

· EU Business: http://www.eubusiness.com/

· European Voice: http://www.europeanvoice.com/

· Eurobarometer (Public opinion journal of the EU): http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/index_en.htm
· Eurostat (European Statistical Agency): http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/eurostat/home/
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