
USING CORPORA FOR LANGUAGE RESEARCH 
(COGS523 – 1) 
 
Course Objectives:  
Suitable for graduate students interested in doing theoretical or applied (computational, 
ELT, etc.) linguistic research using corpora.  

The study of language using corpora. Usage of corpora within linguistics and cognitive 
science. Definition and varieties of corpora. Building a corpus: sampling, 
representativeness, encoding and annotation. Characteristics of major available 
corpora. Necessary statistics to interpret corpus data. Using corpora: corpora in 
psycholinguistics, corpora and syntax, semantics, and discourse; statistical natural 
language processing. Using (or writing tools) for corpus-based language studies. 
Conducting a research project on available corpora.  
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Grading Policy:  

Term Project: (progress report 10%, presentation and/or demo 15%, final project 
report 15%) 40% 
Evaluation of a Corpus-Related Tool: (Presentation 10 %, Report 15%) 25% 

Take Home Final Exam 25%  

Participation (including online - presentation to the forum an exam question for 60% of the 
papers and inclass activities): 10% 
 


